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IO HEIDI

stopping lbr a moment until she reached the last of the. scamered

houses of the hamlet. Here a voice called to her from the door:

'trVait a moment, Dete; if you are going up higher, I rr''ill come

rvith you.'
The girl thus addressed stood still, and the child immediately

let go her hand and seated herself on the ground.

'Are you tired, Heidi?' asked her companion,

'No, I am hot,' answered the child,

'We shall soon get to the top now, You must walk bravely on a

iittle longer, and take good long steps, and in another hour u'e

shall be there,' said Dete in an encouraging voice,

They were now joined by a stout, good-natured-looking
rvoman! who walked on ahead with her old ecquaintance, rhe

wo bleaking forth at once into lively conversation about every-

body and every thing in Drirfli and its surroundings, rvhile the

child wandered on behinrl them.

'And where are you off ro with the child?' asked the one who

had just joined the party. 'I suppose it is the chilcl your sister

left?'
'Yes,' answered Dete, 'I am taking her up to lJncle, where she

rlust stay.'

'The child stay up there with Alm-tincle! You must he out of
your senses, Detel How can you think of such a thing! The old

man, however, w-ill soon send you and your proposal packing off
home again!'

'He cannot very rvell do that, seeing that he is her grandfather.
He must do something for her. I have had the charge of the child
till norv, and I can tell you, Barbel, I am not going to give up for
her sake the chance which has just fallen to me of getting a good

place, It is lbr the grandfather now to do his duty hy her.'

'That would be all very well if he were like other peopie,'

asseverated stout Barhel wannly, 'but you know u'hat he is. And

what can he do with a child, especially with one so youngl The
child cannot possibly live with him. But where are you thinking
of going yourselfl'

'To trranldrrt, r+'here an extra good place awaits rne,' answered

Dete. 'The people I am going to were dowlr at the Baths last

.HEIDI

'I am glad I am nor the childl, exclaimed Barbel, r,
of horrified pity. 'Not a creature knows anyrhing z

man up therel He will have notling to do with a

never sets his foot inside a church from one r-
another, \,tr/hen he does come down once in a whit

'trVell, and what of that?' said Dete, in a defiant
the grandfather all the same, and must look after the
not likely to do her any harm, and if he does,
answerable fbr it, not I.'

'I should very much like to know,, continued B
enquiring tone of voice, ,what the old man has on hr

seemed to feel such hared towards his fellow_cre
insisted on living all alone, or why people spoke abour
whispers, as if afraid to say urrl.tt -g against lur
unw'illing to take his part, tr4oreover, Barbel w-as in r
to why all the people in Drjrfli called him Alm_U:
could not possibly be uncle to everybody livine
however, it was the custom, she dicl like the resr an(
old man Uncle, Barbel had only lived in Dort1:
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marriage, which had taken place not long before. Previous to that
her home had been below in Prdttigau, so that she rvas not well
acquainted with all the events that had ever taken place, and with
all the peopJe who had ever lived in Dorfli and its neighbour-
hood. Dete, on the contrary, had been born in Drirfli, and had

lived there rvith her mother until the death of the letter the year

before, and had then gone over to the Baths at Ragatz and taken

serv-ice in the large hotel there as chambermaid, On the morning
of this day she had come all the way from Ragatz with the child, a

friend having given them a lift in a hay-cart as f'ar as Nlayenfeld.

Barbel was therefore determined not to lose this good opportu-

nity of satis$.,ing her curiosity. She put her arur through Dete's in
a confidential sort of way, and said: 'I know I can find out the real

truth from you, and the nreaning of all these tales that ale afloat

about him, I believe you know the whole story' Now do just tell
me what is wrong with the old man, and if he was always shunned

as he is now, and was always such a misantirope''
'How can I possibly teli you whether he rvas always the same,

seeing I am only six-and-twenty and he at least seYenry years of
age; so you can hardly expect me to know much about his youth.

If I was sure, however, that u'hat I tell 1'su would not go the

whole round of Prrittigau, I could relate all kinds of things about
hiul my motler came from Domleschg, and so did he''

'Nonsense, Dete, what do you mean?' replied Barbel, some-

what offended, 'gossip has not reached such a fueadful pitch in
Prdttigau as all that, and I am also quite capable of holding m1'

tongue when it is necessary.'

'\rery well then, I will tell you - but iust wait a moment,' said

Dete in a warning voice, and she looked back to make sure that
the child was not near enough to hear all she u'as going to relate;

but the child w'as nowhere to be seen, and urust have turned

aside from following her companions some time before, while
these w'ere too eagerly occupied u'ith their conYersation to
notice it. Dete stood still and looked arouncl her in all directions'
The footpath wound a little here and there, hut could neverthe-

less be seert along its whole length nearly to Dorfli; no one,

however, was visible upon it at this nroment.

.HEIDI

you can the better tell me your tale.,

stand her in good stead someday, for the old man
beyond his rwo goars and his hut.,

'Did he eyer have morei, asked Barbel.

name, also disappeared. For some dme his where
unknown, then someone found out that he had gon
as a soldier; after that nothing more was heard
twelve or fifteen years. At the end of that dme he rer

in Domleschg again, and he rhen came to Dortjj
continued to live with his little boy. His wife ii as
native of the Grisons, whom he had met dol.n ther
died soon after their marriage. He could not have be
without money, for he apprenticed his son, Tc
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I+ HEIDI

carpenter. He was a steady lad, and kindlv received by every-

one irr Dorfli" The old man was, however, still looked upon

with suspicion, and it was even rumoured that he had been

forced to make his escape from Naples or it might have gone

badly with him, he having killed a man, not in tair fight, you
understand, but in some brawl. \t'e, how-ever, did not refuse to
acknowledge our relationship with him, my great-grandmother
on my mother's side having been sister to his graudmother. So

we called him L.Tncle, and as through my father we are also

related to nearly every family in Dorfli, he became known all
over the place as Uncle, and since he went to live on the

mountainside he has gone everywhere by the name of AIm-
tlncle"'

'And what happened to Tobias?' askeC Barbel, r+'ho was

iistening with deep interest.

'Wait a rnoment, I am coming to that, but I cannot tell you

everything at once,' replied Dete, 'Tobias \Yas taught his uade in
Mels, and when he had served his apprenticeship he came back

to Dorfli and married my sister Adelaide. They fuad always been

fond of one another, and they got on very rvell together after
they were married, But their happiness did not last long, Her
husband met with his death only rwo years after their marriage, a
beam falling upon him as he was working, and killing him on the

spot. They carried hitn home, and when Adelaide saw- the poor

disfigured body of her husband she was so overcome with horror
and grief that she fell into a fever {rom which she never

recovereel. She had always been rather delicate and subject to
curious attacks, during which no one knew whether she was

awake or sleeping. And so two mr:nths after Tobias had been

carried to the grave, his wife follov'ed him. Their sad fate was

the talk of everybody far and near, anci both in private and public
the general opinion was expressed that it was a punishment

which Uncle had deserved tbr the godless life he had led. Some

went so far even as to tell him so to his face. Our minister
endeavoured to awaken his conscience and exhorted him to
repentance, but the old man grew only more wrathful and

obdrrrate and would not speak to a soul, and everyone did their
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best to keep out of his way. All at once we heard .

gone to live up the Alm and did not intend ever ro
again, and since then he has led his solitary lifie on thi
side at enmity with God and man, Mother and I tooi
little one, then only a year old, into our care, When r
last year, and I went doryn to the Baths to earrl sorr

you, it is an excellent place for me.,
'And you are going to give the child over ro rhe c

yond
el, in
retor

the child, and what would you have me do with it nor
certainly take a child of fir.e years old with me to Fra;
where are you going to yourself, Barbel, now that u
wayup the Nm?'

'!Ve have just reached the place I wanted,, answere(
had something to say to the goat-herd,s wife, who
spinning for me in the winter. So qood[1,e, Dete, and
to youl'

Dete shook hands with her friend and remained stan
Barbel went rowards a small, dark brov,m hut, wlrich s

steps a\ray from the parh in a hollow that afforde
protecrion from rhe mountain wind. The hut was sin
way up the AIrn, reckoning from Drjrfli, and it was i,
was pror.-ided with some shelter, for it was so broken_
dilapidated that even then it must have been ven- u
habitation, for when the stormy south wind .u*. ,.,-.,
the mountain, everything inside it, doors and u,indo
and rattled, and all the rotten nld beams creakecl and
On such days as *ris, had the goat-herd,s dwelling beer
above on the exposed mountainside, it could ,r* h.,
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being blorvn straight down into the valley without a moment's
warning.

Here iived Peter, the eleven-year-old boy, rvho every morning
went down to Dorfli to fetch his goats and drive them up on to
the mountain, where they were free to browse till evening on the
delicious mountain plants.

Then Peter, with his light-footed animals, would go mnning
and leaping down the mountain again till he reached Dorfli, and

there he would glve a shrill whistle through his fingers -
whereupon all the owners of the goats would come out to fetch
home t}re animals that belonged to them. It was generally the

smail boys and girls who ran in answer to Peter's whisde, for they
were none of them afraid of the gende goats, and this was the

only hour of the day through all dre sumrner montls that Peter

had any opportunity ofseeing his young friends, since the rest of
his time was spent alone with the herd. He had a mother and a

blind grandmothel at home, it is tnre, but he was always obliged
to start off very early in the morning, and only got home late in
the evening from Dorfli, for he always stayed as long as he could,

talking and playing with the other children; and so he had just
time enough at home, and that was all, to swallow down his bread

and rnilk in the morning, and again in the evening to get through
a similar meal, and to lie down in bed and go to sieep, His father,

who had been aiso known as the goat-herd, having earned his

living as such when younger, had been accidentally killed while
cutting wood some years before. His mother, whose real name

was Brigitta, was always called the goat-herd's wif'e, for the sake

of old association, while the blinti grandmother was just 'grand-
modrer' to all the old and young in the neighbourhood.

Dete had been standing for a good ten minutes looking about
her in every direcuon fbr some sign of the children and the
goats. Not a glimpse of them, hov'ever, was to be seen, so she

climbed to a higher spot, whence she could get a fuller view of
the mountain as it sloped beneath her to the valley, rvhile, with
ever-increasing anxiety on her face and in her movements, she

continued to scan the surrounding slopes, trfeariwhile the chil-
dren were climbing up by a far and roundabrout way, for Peter
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knew many spors where all kinds of gooil food, in i
shrubs and plants, grew for his goats,"and he was in ;

leading his llock aside from G b.rt.., track, The
hausted with the heat and weight of her thick armour
panted and struggled after him at first with some dif
said nothing, bur her little eyes kept watching firsr i
sprang- nimbly hither and thither on his bare feet, clad
short light breeches, and then the slimJegged goat
leaping over rocks and shrubs and up th" ,t""p ascenL
greater ease. All at once she sat herself down on r}re s
as fast as her little fingers could move, b.gr. prli,
shoes and stockings. This done she rose, unwound r
shawl and threw it away, and then proceeded to undc

::J1
aa.a,

w the child srood up, clad r
light short-sleeved undergarment, stretching out her
arms with glee. She put all her clothes together in a

i;: :l:Po-:, up ahcr

hee .".,:*iJi:T;H:::rr::
when she ran up to him in her new affire, his face br
grin, which grew broader still as he lookecl back rn
small heap of clothes lying on the ground, undi I
stretched almost from ear ro ear; he said nothing, irou
child, able now to move at her ease, began ro e
conversation with Peter who had many questions ro aj
his companion wanted to knory how rna.ry goats he il
he was going to with them, and what he 

'hacl 
to do

arrived there, At last, after some time, they and
approached the hut and came within vier+" of Cou
Hardly had the latter caught sight of the little companr
up towards her when she shrieked out: ,fleicli, 

u.hai
been doingl \44rat a sight you have made your.selfl _\
are )'our two frocls and the red wrapperl And the ne.
bought, and the new stockings I Lnitted for you _ e
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